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> SOCI 101

THEME: “What is Sociology?”

Note:

Artist: Uncle Sammy
Song: Sociology
Album: Unreleased Single

Sociology can be
found in every aspect of
your life, but especially in
the literature you read and the music you listen to.

I play a song at the beginning
of class that is connected to
the theme of that week’s readings.
If you have a song that connects to the theme for the week
and you’d like to hear it played in class, send me an e-mail
with the song title, artist, and album (and, preferably, a
YouTube link) and I’ll do my best to play it in class.

Course Website
http://

sociology.morrisville.edu > then click

SOCI 101 – Intro to Sociology
(under “Spring 2020 Courses”)
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Three (3) Course Objectives:

1) Understand the

”sociological perspective”

Self  interconnection  Society 

Three (3) Course Objectives:

2) Investigate the main concepts of
sociology and who has studied them:

culture
socialization
norms and values
identity
social institutions
social structure
community
role
social status
social class
deviance
bureaucracy
race and gender
population
___________________________________________
Dr. MLK, Jr.
Karl Marx (famous communist)
Ronald Reagan (US Pres) W.E.B. Dubois (early NAACP)
Dan Aykroyd (actor)
Michelle Obama (First Lady)
Kal Penn (actor)
Alonzo Mourning (bball player)

Two (2) Required Resources:
FREE ONLINE TEXTBOOK

 1) Introduction to Sociology 2e. 2018.
by OpenSTAX College, Rice University.
Available on course website: (see syllabus)
sociology.morrisville.edu
or on Amazon.com
- and -



2) Online Media (reading / reflection) assignments
(provided on the course website)

Also, bring to class:

Notebook, folder, writing implement,
open mind, questions from readings/video.

AVOID USING cell phone, laptop, tablet in class
except when asked or when reading notes/textbook
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Grades

Attendance

Grading:
10%  Attendance & Participation (in body and mind)
20%  Research/Writing
20%  Group Quizzes (in class)
20%  Online Media (responses to online readings)
30%  EXAMS
2 semester exams and a final exam
This adds up to a possible total of 100%.
Total below 60% = F
Above 92% = A

A. What

Is

Sociology?
”The SCIENCE of SOCIETY”
"The function of sociology, as of every science, is to
reveal that which is hidden." - Pierre Bourdieu
How do you see what is hidden?
Gain a new perspective.
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1. The Origins of Sociology
a. What socio-historical forces changed in
Europe in the 1800s to prompt people to think
sociologically?
1. Industrialization
Agriculture  Manufacturing
2. Urbanization
Countryside  City
3. Political Change
Monarchy  Democracy

1. The Origins of Sociology
b. Who noticed these historical
changes and developed
sociology into a science?
1. Auguste Comte – France, 1798-1857.
He invented the term “sociology.”
For Comte, science represents a stage in history:
i. Theological stage
Focus: Religious belief explained everything

ii. Metaphysical stage
Focus: Philosophy applies reason (logos)

iii. Scientific stage
Focus: “Positivism” = a purely scientific understanding of the
world - Social Problems stem from Social Forces.
1851–1854, Système de politique positive, ou traité de sociologie instituant la religion de l'Humanité (4
vols.), Paris, Carilian-Goeury. (« System of Positive Polity, or Treaty Establishing Sociology as a
Religion of Humanity »)

1. The Origins of Sociology
Who developed sociology into a science?

2.

b. Emile Durkheim (France, 1858-1917)
Durkheim made sociology into a science by studying social facts
and forces. Made famous for his studies of anomie and suicide,
religion, and the division of labor in society.
Theory: “Structural Functionalism”
Science-Type: Logical Empiricism

Structural-Functional Theory
Education
(brains)

Family

(skeleton)

Government
(muscle)

Religion
(heart)

Economy
(circulation)

(Durkheim and followers) Focus: Social Order

i. Social structure: any relatively stable
pattern of social behavior (like institutions).
Metaphor: If society is an organism, like a human
body, its structures are the organs.

ii.Social function: how structure keeps society
operating well; (dysfunction = social problem)
Example: the social structure of education provides knowledge
for people to gain skills and get jobs. Also, one educational
function is to develop skills of social integration in individuals.
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1. The Origins of Sociology
Who developed sociology into a science?
b3. Karl Marx (Germany, 1818-1883)recognized the
great inequalities in the new industrial society (the haves
and have-nots). For Marx, economic institutions are the
basis of society.
(Theory Connection: “Social-Conflict”
Science-Type: Historical Materialism)

Social-Conflict Theory
Focus: Social Power
Society is an arena for group conflict which
generates inequality, but also creates change.
(Marx and followers)

Inequalities of this kind include rich v. poor, men v.
women, racial conflicts, religious conflicts, etc. But
they always involve large categories, or classes, of
people.

1. The Origins of Sociology
Who developed sociology into a science?

b4. Max Weber, (Germany, 1864-1920) is known
for his groundbreaking research on religion and
capitalism, the social classes, and bureaucracy.
(Theory Connection: “Symbolic-Interactionist”
Science-Type: Interpretative/Pragmatic)

Symbolic-Interaction Theory
(Weber and followers)

Focus: Social Meaning

Society is a product of everyday interactions of
individuals, or “micro-level interaction” (vs.
the “macro-level” big picture perspective of
the previous theories).

How people interpret social life and norms is
equally as important as the intentions of the
norm’s creators.

1. The Origins of Sociology
Who developed sociology into a science?

2F 2G (2 French, 2 German)
2F: Comte, Durkheim
SF - Structural Functionalists: Order

2G: Marx: SC - Social Conflict: Power

Weber: SI – Symbolic Interaction:
Meaning
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2. Central Sociological Concepts
The Sociological Imagination:
“The vivid awareness of the relationship between
personal experience and the wider society.”
- C. Wright Mills, 1959, The Sociological Imagination

Self   Society
Biography



History

In order to understand your self, you must make the
connection between your biography and the history of the
social era and place from which you get the ideas that make
up your mind.

Click for video!

SARTRE: “FREEDOM IS WHAT YOU DO

WITH WHAT’S BEEN DONE TO YOU.”

2. Central Sociological Concepts
a. Social

Norms

When people interact, social norms develop.
Norms are shared IDEALS for behavior.
A norm is a prescription for collective action, an agreed upon
way of behaving; a social consensus.

NORMS = IDEAS = THOUGHT
Norms occur in the “conscience collective” of society
(Source: Emile Durkheim, early French sociologist).

Questions:
- Describe some basic social norms.
- Are all norms “good”? Give an example
of a norm that leads to social problems.
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2. Central Sociological Concepts

b.

Social Roles

“All the world’s a
stage, And all men
and women merely
actors.”

By our nature, we imitate and we learn
from our institutional interactions our
social ROLES, or social behaviors ACTUALLY
performed by individuals.

ROLES = BEHAVIOR = ACTION
The word and concept (originally French, rôle)
borrows from the field of theater, “acting” on
the “stage of life,” so to speak.
Discussion:
- What role are you “playing” now? What are its
expected behaviors?
- What other roles have you “played” in your life?
- Are you always aware of the roles you are playing?

William Shakespeare,
from As You Like It,
Act-II, Scene-VII

2. Central Sociological Concepts:

c. Social

Institutions

Social interaction takes place in the context of social institutions.

Social institutions are the purposeful organization of individuals
into social groups and categories.

The universal social institutions are:

Family
Religion
Education
Economy
Politics

the five institutions = “FREEP“
Institutions define our social lives, and involve nearly every aspect of our personal lives
as well. So, big changes in our institutions mean big changes in our personal lives.

2. Central Sociological Concepts:
d. Scale:

Micro  Macro

Social interaction takes place at the micro-level of our everyday lives,
but most theorists suggest there are macro-level effects of personal
interactions that exist, to some extent, beyond the scope of the
individual.
For example, war is a macro-level phenomenon, a conflict between
societies or cultures, more than just a fight between individuals.

Sociologists use
the terms macro,
meso, and micro
to identify these
different levels of
analysis.
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