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Artist: The Police
Song: One World

I don't want to bring a sour note
Remember this before you vote
We can all sink or we all float
'Cause we're all in the same big boat
One world is enough for all of us
It may seem a million miles away
But it gets a little closer everyday

Artist: The Mammals
Song: Follow me to carthage
Album: departure
The sun is going down
All around
The smell of Baghdad burning
To the ground
Why aren’t we astounded?
Why aren’t we astounded?
By what they’ve done in our names
Fabricating outlaws
Caught up in the façade
Swallowed by the barrage
Follow me to Carthage
Don’t believe the headlines
Keep your head and body in line
Do not fear for knowledge
But follow me to Carthage
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Global Stratification
1. Comparing Nations by Political-Economy
“First-, second-, and third-world” are Cold War

political terms, referring to Capitalist nations,
Communist nations and non-affiliated nations.

Global Stratification
Legacy of the Cold War: The “Super-Powers”
The U.S. currently maintains approximately 6185 nuclear
warheads in various states of readiness.
Russia's nuclear stockpile numbers 6,500 weapons. This
included operational forces, non-deployed warheads
waiting to be dismantled, and weapons in reserve.
Under the SORT-R Treaty,
that number will be
reduced to 2,000 by
2012.
Source: Natural Resources Defense Council

WMD’s: The U.S. currently maintains approximately
6185 nuclear warheads in various states of readiness.
Russia's nuclear stockpile numbers 6,500 weapons. This
included operational forces, non-deployed warheads
waiting to be dismantled, and weapons in reserve.
Under the SORT-R Treaty, that number will be reduced to
2,000 by 2012.
Source: Natural Resources Defense Council
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Global Stratification
1. Comparing Nations by Income:
“First-, second-, and third-world” are Cold War political terms;

today, we refer to income levels.

a. High income countries
• Richest 40 nations with the
most developed economies

b. Middle-income countries
• Middle 90 Nations whose

economic development is more or
less typical for the world as a whole

c. Low-income countries
• Poorest 60 nations have the
lowest productivity and most
extensive poverty

Economic Development in Global Perspective
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Global Stratification
3. The extent of global poverty
Absolute vs. Relative Poverty
a. More than one billion people live on less
than $1 a day. Absolute poverty abounds.
b. Over 9 million people each year starve to death

•

The number of deaths due to hunger every five years surpasses
the number of deaths from war, revolution, and murders during
the past 150 years!

c. Global poverty today is largely concentrated in a few
places; there, it is a remnant of how the entire world once looked.
There have been 200 years of change. (Gapminder World).

d. Yet, the 26 richest people (2019) have more wealth than
the bottom half of all humanity (3.75 billion)!

Global Stratification
2. Why is there global stratification?
Capitalism and Globalization
a. Global corporations have concentrated wealth
Corporation: An organization with a legal existence, including
rights and liabilities, separate from those of its members
Global Capitalism has created economic concentration:
“Of the 100 largest economies in the world, 51 are corporations; only 49 are
countries (based on a comparison of corporate sales and country GDPs).”
~ Institute of Policy Studies 2001

b.

More importantly, corporations have become globally
linked organizations, expanding their power across the globe
to create a World System of Global Capitalism (cf. Wallerstein,
Arrighi)
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Global Stratification
3. How to “upgrade” poor nations?
a. Traditional Modernization Theory
(Structural-Functional Emphasis)
i. Technology is central
- Focus placed on the differing levels of technological
development

- Cultural traditions are the greatest obstacle

ii. Why modernize?
Look at the impact of the industrial revolution
- Where industry has taken root, countries have become
wealthier
- Low income countries have changed little

Global Stratification
3.a. How to “upgrade” poor nations?
iii. The role of rich nations in modernizing
1. Assisting in population control
Exporting birth control and educating people
on its importance

2. Increasing food production
The “green revolution” involves the use of new hybrid seeds, modern
irrigation methods, the use of chemicals and pesticides

3. Introducing industrial technology
Machinery and information must be shared if shifts in low-income
economies are to take place (e.g. Gapminder: internet differences)

4. Instituting programs of foreign aid
Money from rich countries can be used to purchase high-tech
equipment and other equipment necessary for change to take place;
must control fraud, waste, and abuses of power and status

Global Stratification
4.b. Dependency Theory 1970s
(Conflict Theory)
i. There has been historic exploitation of poor
countries by rich ones

•

High-income societies exploit poor societies

• They are rich only because others are poor

ii. Neocolonialism has replaced colonialism
• Colonialism consolidated the power and wealth of nations
through political and military control of other countries.

•
•

Neocolonialism = exploitation of economies
Resources flow from “periphery” (poor) countries to
“core” (rich) countries, but rarely flow back
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Global Stratification

Neocolonialism
Global Stratification
in
,

c.1960-present

4.b. Dependency Theory 1970s
(Conflict Theory)
i. There has been historic exploitation of poor
countries by rich ones

•

High-income societies exploit poor societies

• They are rich only because others are poor

ii. Neocolonialism has replaced colonialism
• Colonialism consolidated the power and wealth of nations
through political and military control of other countries.

•
•

Neocolonialism = exploitation of economies

Resources flow from “periphery” (poor) countries to
“core” (rich) countries, but rarely flow back
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Global Stratification
NeoColonial Land Grab - Late 20th Century & Early 21st

Land Rush and Food Insecurity in Mali, Africa
Map source: https://agro.biodiver.se/2008/11/neo-colonial-land-grab/
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